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Abstract:
Recent toileting studies have used (a) behavioral approaches to increase in-toilet defecation (Rinald & Mirenda, 2012) and (b) parents as trainers for their children with autism (e.g., Kroeger & Sorensen, 2010; LeBlanc et al., 2005). There is also emerging evidence that behavioral approaches used in conjunction with visual supports may be able to improve gains produced through behavioral approaches alone (Keen, Brannigan, Cuskelly, 2007). The use of visual supports is a well-established, evidenced-based approach for helping children with autism acquire new skills and successfully navigate their environments (Odom et al., 2003). It has been demonstrated that the proper incorporation and use of visual strategies can provide children with autism the support they need for successfully using previously learned skills across persons, places, and changing sets of environmental cues (Laushey, Heflin, Shippen, Alberto, & Fredrick, 2009; Dettmer et al., 2000). The visual materials that provide support for the successful demonstration of a skill should be easy to carry, store, and retrieve, and they should be easy for children, teachers, and parents to organize and use when needed. Ideally, they should also be inexpensive to create, replace, clean, and maintain.
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