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Abstract:
The presenters will provide an overview of a research study conducted in a special needs dance class offered in a university setting that incorporates students from the PreK-4/Special Education program, who have a preliminary knowledge of adaptations and accommodations, and the Dance Education program, who have content knowledge of dance. The special needs dance class is created for school age student’s ages 5-17 that have an exceptional need. The presenters will provide attendees with the preliminary progress of the program and the participant’s perceptions of working in collaboration between departments and with families of children with exceptional needs. Additionally, the preliminary findings of student instructor perceptions of working with students with exceptional needs will be provided. The presenters will discuss the creation of this alternative learning experience that is intended to create positive learning experiences and assist students in both departments overcome barriers to communication and collaboration. Furthermore, they will touch upon the use of technology to create positive feedback and learning opportunities for the both the student instructors and the students with exceptional needs who are participating in the dance class. A brief overview of the steps taken to create the collaborative venture will also be provided.
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