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Abstract:

Embracing the unique nature of theatre as a liberal art, this panel will present research from different projects utilizing theatre for participants who have exceptional needs. The panelists from Seton Hill University (Jennifer Suppo, TaMara Swank, Kellee VanAken) will present the findings of a multiphase study that assessed university student perceptions of collaboration through the lens of an exceptional needs dance class. The class incorporated university students from the Division of Visual and Performing Arts and Division of Teacher Education, faculty, children with exceptional needs and their families that participated in an exceptional needs dance class. The panelists will provide an overview of the experience, including steps to collaboration, barriers to overcome, and positive outcomes of the collaborative venture.  The panelist will detail the benefits to the field of the Arts and Teacher Education and relay how university students learned to work in collaboration with others in and outside of their field to create positive learning experiences that assist in overcoming barriers to communication and collaboration while providing opportunities in the community for children with exceptional needs to learn dance at their own level and ability. Additional information will be shared on the recent exceptional needs summer camp that incorporated art, music, dance, and theatre (with a little science too).
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